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“Isolated Burials”—What Are They?
After each World War, the next of kin of Americans who were killed overseas could choose what to do
with the remains of their loved ones. The remains could be repatriated for burial in a cemetery in the
United States, they could be buried overseas in an ABMC cemetery, or they could remain where they
lay. While about 61 percent of the remains were returned to the U.S. and 39 percent were buried in
ABMC cemeteries, several hundred families chose not to disturb the remains. These isolated graves can
be found in town cemeteries, the war cemeteries of our allies, or even in the fields where they fell
throughout Europe. The families have total responsibility for the gravesite of isolated burials. Unfortunately, in many cases these graves have been forgotten and have fallen into terrible disrepair. At left is
the burial site of CPT Hamilton Coolidge, WWI aviator, who rests next to the remains of his aircraft
outside of Chevières, France. The site is lovingly cared for by the family and the town.
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Some next of kin elected to repatriate their loved ones’ remains not to a cemetery in the United States, but to a cemetery overseas. In many cases the family members were recent immigrants to America who retained strong ties to their
homeland and thus elected a burial in their family plot.
These are extremely difficult to track as US records only
indicate the country where the remains were repatriated to.
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